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ON WITH THE CANAL.

The New York Commercial is enthusiastic over
the Panama canal proposition, as all eastern jour-
nals should be, and urges the movement to hasten
the work. Says the New York paper:

The action of the senate of the United States in
ratifying the Panama Canal treaty will constitute
a red letter event in not only the history of this re-
publac but in that of the civilized world. It is the
crowning initial step in an enterprise that is destin-
od to work a revolution in the commerce of the
globe, and in a multidude of relations between the
occident and the orient.

An interoceanic waterway at Panama is equivo-
lent to the bridging of the Pacific. The only simi-
lar enterprise comparable with it in the importance
comparable with it in importance of its bearing on
the welfare of the human race is the Suez canal. It
is no wonder that President Roosevelt has desired
that his administration should be signalized by the
actual inception of this momentous undertaking. His
name is destined to be linked with it along with that
of Ferdinand De Lesseps. That which the great
Frenchman conceived and planned the energetic
New Yorker has been largely instrumental in bring-
ing to pass.

A very gratifying featire of the senate’s action
is the beggarly showing that was made to the oppo-
gition to the treaty. On the final vote to ratify that
instrument the result stood 66 yeas to 14 nays. This
fact # obscyred by reason of jthe senate rule that

>y in the ratification n? treaties, that pairs
shall be tow to one, a two-thirds vote being necessary
to ratify a treaty. As there are 33 democratic sen-
ators, all told, the ratification of the Panama com-
pact must, therefore, be regarded as a non-partisan
should be the case. The proposed canal is chiefly a
commereial project, and, in addition, many demo-
¢ratic statesmen, both living and dead, have been
earnest, eloquent and consistent advoeates of either
this or some other isthmian waterway.

Now that all obstaeles to the inauguration of ae-
tual work on the canal have been removed, it is to
be hoped that the business of construction will be
pushed with unsparing vigor. Events in the orient
are marehing apace swiftly in these recent wears,
and no one can tell what moment they may take a
turn that would make the existence of a canal at
the Panama nee a mattir oo the sapremest impor-
tanee to this nation. We have silly-sallied and dwad-
led long enough with the project; let us do so no
longer!
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NAVIES FOR COAST DEFENSE.

Those who annualiy oppose the gradual and neces-
sary inerease of our navy seem to take no note of the
changed conditions of national defense which the
perfection of steel ships and long range guns has
brought about, says the Ledger. Nor do they seem
to remember the vast increase in our national wealth
that we have made recently and are still making,
nor the vast streteh of sea coast which we must pro-
teet if this rapidly increasing wealth is to remain
ours, and the proeessess by means of which it is ae-
cnmulated are %o continne undisturbed. Individu-
als who accumulate wealth invaribly take the neces-
gary means to protect it and these needs are multi-
plied as the need for them inereases. The necessity
for this is recognized. If any should neglect such
precautions, his improvidence wonld be immediately
noted. He would become the prey of every maraud-
er, and none. would pity him. What is necesseary
and proper for individuals is in still greater degree
aecessary and proper for nations.

Nearly a quarter of a eentury ago, Mr. Samuel
J. Tilden, one of the greatest leaders of the party in
which most opponents of our navy are now found,
in one of the ablest of the many able papers of which
he was the author, pointed out the need for improv-
ing our coast defenses. Such defenses as we had
at that time he declared to be worthless, or nearly
so, and he characterized our improvidence in this
respect as little less than scandalous. 'What he ree-
omended for his time was good for his time, but it
is 8o no longer. Coast fortifications at the present
day are of eomparatively little value. Few, if any,
of the great eities could be made impregnable now

as they might have been made then by land defenses.
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:\'en,hm New Tori Bmtm:. nor San Francisco could
e so defended.  Either could be shelled by the Heets
i England, France, Germany, Russia, Italy, Spain,
Japun or Chile withont passing a smgle outwork.
It is easy to concentrate great fleets at an exposed
noint at the present day that it is next to impossible,
woept at such expense that it is no longer to be
‘hought of, to defend a vast eoast like ours by land
works. It is vastly cheaper to build floating forts
like the Oregon and Wisconsin, or the Monterey or
Puritan. These can be sent to any point where dan-
ger threatens. In case of need they will serve at
onece for San Francisco or Puget sound. But we
must have as many of them as the protection of our,
wealth demands. We shall defend ourselves more
cheaply as well as more certainly by having more,
rather than fewer, than occasion may ever require.
*

THE POPULIST CANDIDATE.

It seems that the populist party, of which quite
a lot was heard a few years ago, prior to the time
that by fusion movements the democrats ahsorbed
the bulk of it, still enjoys an independent existence,
says the Post-Intelligencer. Indeed, n national con-
vention has been called to meet at Springfield, 111,
on July 4, for the purpose of nominating eandidates
for president and vice-president and adopting a na-
tional platform.
There is one considerable advantage in the reso-

appearance of life in a moribund purty. They will
be in a position to furnish a refuge for Mr. Bryan
in case the democratie party should finally resolve
to abandon Bryanism and go baek to the school of
demoeracy examplified by Mr. Cleveland. It should
not be forgotten that in the last two national eam-
paigns Mr. Bryan was formally nominated for the
presidency by the populist party in national eon-
vention. He has always been and is now in hearty
sympathy with every tenet of populism. He has giv-
en in his former allegiance to the Omaha platform
several times. His friction with the older leaders
of his other party rose over the fact that they re-
fused to accept his populist doctrine as dogmas for
the democrats.
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(@ TDECORATIN

The quiet, artistic boauty of any
home is eastly marred by lack of
taste in wall decorations. ~ We wish
to state that the New Year will find
us in a better position to do decornt-
ing than ever before.  New pattorns
are beginning to artive, and all wo
usk is thut you fivorus with an op-
portunity o show you the line

B.F. ALLEN @ SON.

265-7 Commercial Street.

BLACKSMITHING.
CARRIAGE AND WAGON BUILDING,

Logging
All kinds of wagon materials in stock for sale. We gnarantee the best

Corner Twellih and Doane Streots,

FIRST.CLASS HORSE
SHOEING

Camp Work,

work done iu the eity,  Prioes right,

ANDREW ASP,
"Phone 291,

lution of the few surviving Populists to keep up an|-

Indeed, Mr. Bryan is by far the most conspicuous
leader of those former populists who still profess al-|
legiance to that party. He is the logieal condidate
of the populist party for the presidency, and he
should certainly receive its nomination for the third,

term.
&

More significant than all else is the fact that we
have commenced this mew century with over 17,
000,000 children in school in the United States and
over 15,000,000 of ‘these in the public - schools—
children of the plain people, of free, law-abiding,
self-respecting people, looking up to no superiors
and masters of their own lives; children well fed,
well honsed, well nourished, looking forward with
clear, bright eyes through the open gateways 0f1'
boundless opportunity in this free republic, where
the highest rewards are to be won by individual

enterprise and where not wealth, nor birth, nor so-
cial position, but the personal qualities of the man |
himself, whether he be rich or poor, are the sole title |
to the highest distinction And the greatest power. |
P A S |
'I'!w Sunday Examiner has given its readers one|
of the finest war maps yet issued, The map will |
prove of great value, as it is up-to- date and eom-
plete in'every essential. The Examiner is always|
doing something to please the public—a most eom-
mendable habit for a newspaper to acquire.
P A T

We ought to measure our actual lot and to ful-
fill it; to be with all our strength that which our lot
requires and allows. What is beyond it is no ealling
of ours. How much peace, quiet, confidence, and
trength would people attain if they would go by
this plain rule.
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Encourage the sea wall committee. The improve-
ment will cost a large sum of money, but the increase
in the value of the property interested directly will
more than pay for it. It's a good thing and everyone
should push it along.

L

The Commoner says that reorganization means
Cleveland. Well, in view of the faet that Bryanism
weans defeat, the democrats will donbtless take a
chanee with reorganization,

r .

England’s percapita wealth is said to he $210,
and yet there are hundreds of thonsands of people
in England who have to work for five years to earn
as much money as that.

‘_

Six hundred and twenty-five million dollars were
spent in Germany last year for aleoholic liquors.
This is an average of $35 per head for persons over
15 years of age.

Py

Congress has appropriated $8,000 to pay Kansas
farmers for chickens and eggs taken without leave

by soldiers in the late army maneuvers.
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A single American system, the Pennsylvania, ear-
ries more freight than all the lines eombined in any

other nation in the world.
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St. Louis World’s Fair News

FROM NEA DQUARTBRS

A Great Combination Offer

St. Louis Globe-Democrat
Twice=a=Week =+ Astorian
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REFUBLICAN in politica and has no

If vou want oll the vews of the World's
Fuir, all the news of the national oam-
paten, and all the news of the enrth, you
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NOW IS THE TIME

send us BLS TO-DAY and get your
Best Home Paper nnd the Greatest News.
pugier of the World's Fair City, both for a
Address

full year

Build the sea wall.

Reliance
Electrical
Works

We are thoroughly prepared for making
estimates aud executing orders for
ull kinds of sleotrieal installing nnd
repaiving,  Mupplies in stock,  Wa
soll the Celebruted SHELBY LAMP.

Call up Phone 1161,
H.W.CYRUS,
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K78 Clommercial 8t
Antoria Ore

Dr. VAUGHAN,

DENTIST.
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(. J. TRENCHARD
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Astorin, Oregon,
’ o Agent Wells-Fargo and Northern

Dr. W,
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C. LOGAN
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FRANSFER COMPANY,
Telephone 3L

DRAYING AND EXPRESSING

All goods shippad to our sare

Bailding
Astorin,
RED 2061

Ore

JAY TUTTLE, M. D.

PHYRICIAN A

soting Astlstant ¥u geon
118, Mariue How lial Bérvies,

Offie« hours: 10 to 1

477 Commercial Street, 2nd Fluor.

Wil recelve special attention.

9o R Duane St W. J COOR. Mgr
ND BURGEON

Miss Lena 8, Walton, of Nome,
Alaska, Is the richest woman in' that

2 a.m. 1to 4:30 pm.|country, Her wealth rivals that of

‘HElVETIA,

MILK CONDENSING

¢ dHIQINAY

Economy
Brand

Evaporated
Gream

goen farthent,
mlliumutmnmm
is most nourishing,
because richest In cream;
most perfect,
because most aklllfully
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o gt arnd

under forfelt

anyone able to prove
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RIVER RAILROAD
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A woman who thinks she has eyem
ke stara always belleves she would
be In great dunger from men If she
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